CLARK CHAMBERS.

Among the business men of Collins, Clark Chambers occupies an honot-
able place, having won his way through many obstacles. Today he is recog-
nized as one of the thoroughly substantial citizens of the community and has
he satisfaction of knowing that he has gained his present position through
hlS own unremitting diligence and sound judgment. He was born near De-
catur Illinois, November 15, 1873, a son of James A. and Mary (Clark)
Chambers The parents were both born in Ohio and were married in that
state subsequently removing to Illinois. The mother passed away in 1878
and the father has since been twice married. His present wife was Miss
Camhne Smith, whom he married in Guernsey county, Ohio, and they are
unw living upon a farm ix Tuscarawas county, that state.

- At fifteen years of age Clark Chambers began his battle with the world.
g}mng to Bloomington, Illinois, he worked as a farm laborer for a year and
gben returned to Ohio, where he was employed for two years in a sawmill.
Once more starting westward, he reached Collins, Iowa, where for four
years and four months he was employed by Charles Fish, an extensive stock
;ff:eder of this section. Not having seen enough of the world, Mr. Cham-
'____rs decided to visit the great west and accordingly he took a trip through
?he Dakotas, Idaho, Utah and the Pacific northwest, working at various oc-
cupations as opportunity presented. IHe was absent for two years ‘and in
rebruary, 1902, returned to Collins, with a mind richly supplied with ex-
perience which has been to him of inestimable value. Soon after reaching
?_llms he hecanye connected with the meat and provision business, with
which he has ever since been identified, being now a member of the firm
?"ZZGeorge W. Baldwin & Company, general merchants, also handling meat
nd provisions upon a large scale.

__On the 20th of May, 1902, Mr. Chambers was united in marriage to
Biiss Mary Wood, of Des Moines, and by this union five children have been

born, four of whom are now living, namely: Iréne, Laurence C., Gerald
Marjorie.

Mr. Chambers started out in life entirely upon his own resources :
boy and difficulties served but to spur him to renewed effort, strength':_
his will and developing a fearlessness and an indomitable spirit of § .
reliance that are among his prominent characteristics. - He has attam
position of comparative financial independence, although only thlrty-’
years of age, and can still look forward to many years of activity and:
fulness. - Fraternally he is a valued member of Fervent Lodge, No |
A. F. & A. M,, and in political belief he adheres to the republican party
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