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Donald LaVerne Elding

Nov. 15, 1944 to June 16, 2003 

      Donald LaVerne Elding, 58, of Slater, formerly of Maxwell, died Monday, June 16, 
in a motorcycle accident near Runnells.  
      He was born Nov. 15, 1944, in Des Moines to LaVerne and Margret (Wilson) Elding. 
He graduated from Maxwell High School in 1963 and then served in the Navy between 
1964 and 1968. He married Gloria Brown on Dec. 25, 1971, at the Peoria United 
Methodist Church near Maxwell. He was a supervisor at the downtown Des Moines U.S. 
Post Office. He had owned Grandma's Tree Farm until the spring of 2003, and was a real 
estate agent for Century 21 (Ankeny office) since 1990. He was a member of the 
Maxwell Christian Church, the Maxwell American Legion, Postal Workers Union, the 
Des Moines Area Association of Realtors, the Iowa Association of Realtors and the 
Nation Association of Realtors.
      Survivors include his wife, Gloria, of Slater; his parents, LaVerne and Margret 
Elding, of Corpus Christi, Texas; a brother, David (and Nancy) Elding of Maxwell; a 
sister, Deb Elding, of Corpus Christi, Texas; and 18 nieces and nephews. 
      He was preceded in death by a sister, Dorothy "Dort" Hovland, on Dec. 10, 1987.
      Funeral services were held Saturday, June 21 at Bacon Funeral Home in Maxwell 
with the Rev. Tom Lee officiating. Burial was in the Maxwell Cemetery. The Maxwell 
VFW and American Legion gave military Honors. Memorials may be made to Donald L. 
Elding Memorial Fund.
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